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Enclosed please find a Motion for Extension of Time filed on behalf
of the Town of Pal. Beach, Florida, a local cable television
franchising authority for an extension of the effective time
requirement of 47 C.F.R. 576.933.
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In order to allow the Town of Pala Beach, a saall local franchising
authority (popUlation approxillAtely 10,000) to avoid the undue
hardship of regulating cable television rates while the rate
regulation rule. are SUbject to substantial change, consistent with
the Commission's intent, and ca.aissioner Barret's separate
supporting statement, the Town must be relieved of the deadlines
imposed by 47 C.F.R. 576.933 as quickly a. practicable. Therefore,
we respectfUlly request the COJDDlission respond to the Town of Palm
Beach's Motion for an Extension of Time on an expedited basis.

The COJDDlission' s decision to extend the Cable Television rate
freeze until May 15, 1994, has given rise to a situation whereby
local franchising authorities-, having served final notice, in
anticipation of the rate freeze expiring on February 15, 1994, are
now SUbject to burdens not imposed on those authorities that have
delayed serving final notice.
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Sincerely,
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The Town of Pal. Beach, a. the certified franchi.ing authority, has
until April 17, 1994, in which to grant or deny the benchmark rate•
• ubmitted by the cable operator.

On behalf of the Town of Pal. Beach, we appreciate your attention
to this matter.
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The Town of Pal. Beach, Florida, by and through its

undersigned attorney, respectfully requests that the Coaaisaion

toll the start of the Town's obligation to review basic cable rates

and equip.ent costa, pursuant to Rule 76.933', until the expiration

of the cable rate freeze on May 15, 19942, or any subsequent freeze

expiration date deterained by the co_ission.

The Town of Pal. Beach, having a popUlation of approxiaately

10,000, has certified as the local franchising authority to

regulate basic cable television rate. in order to protect its

resident subscribers fro. unjuatifiable rate increases.

In compliance with Co_ission rules and regulations,

pro.ulgated pursuant to the Cable Television Consuaer Protection

, 47 C.F.R. 576.933 requires the franchising authority to
grant or deny the caDle operator's benalmark rate request within 30
days of receipt or, where additional inforaation is required,
within an additional 90 days.

2 "February 8, 1994, Rate Fr.e.e Bxtension Order" extenda the
Cable Television Rate Freeze froD February 15, 1994, until May 15,
1994. MM Docket No. 92-266, FCC 94-33. [Hereafter referred to .s
Order] .



and coapetition Act of 1992, the Town took all action. n.c••••ry to

in.ure th.t the local cable operator, Coaca.t Cablevi.ion of W.at

Pal. Beach, Inc., would be subject to rat. regulation on Febru.ry

15, 1994, the date on which the ca.ai••ion had ord.red the rate

freeze lifted.] The Town has li.ited r ••ourc•• available to d.vote

to cable tel.vi.ion r.gulation.

sa.ed on the a••uaption that the rate freeze would be lifted

on February 15, 1994, the Town served final notice on Coacast on

November 16, 1994, thereby triCJ9.ring the cable oper.tor'.

obligation to subait a rate request and the Town's obligation to

grant or deny the requ.st in conforaance with the Caa.i••ion ' •

benclDulrk ..thodology and associated procedur.s pursuant to Rul.

76.533. Under this procedure, the Town of Pal. Beach .ust grant or

deny the Comea.t rate request no later than April 17, 1994.

The comai••ion' s Order extending the rate freeze stated

PUrPO" was to ".nabl. affected parti•• to faailiari•• th....lv••

with any ~ifications to the cable rate regulations before the

fre.ze is lifted."' In addition, the Order expressly provided

cable operators with the opportunity to file petitions for relief

fro. the freeze based on a showing of ..vere econoaic hardship. By

contrast, there .xists no corresponding provision providing

franchising authorities with the opportunity to file for relief of

] au "Nov8llber 10 Extension Order" ext.nding the cable
Televi.ion Rate Freeze frOll NoveJlber 15, 1993, until February 15,
1994. MM Docket No. 92-266, FCC 93-494.

4 ~ "February 8. Rate Freeze Extension Order" at paragraph
1.
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regulatory obligations incurred prior to the co.-ission's Ord.r

.xtending the fr.ez••

This unequal treat.ent of cabl. operators and franchi.inq

authorities ..... contrary to the co..i.sion's intent in ordering

the freeze extension. 5

Absent the reque.ted exten.ion of ti.., the Town of Pal. Beach

will .uffer significant hard.hips as a r ••ult of it. reliance on

the February 15, 1994, freeze expiration date since the Town will

be required to proceed to evaluate the bencbllark rate reque.t,

deteraine the adequacy of the subliis.ion and aake the clerical

decision of approving or denying the proposed rate structure. This

matter is further co.plicated by the benchaark rules still being

subject to significant and substantial change by the co..ission on

reconsideration. This places the Town of Pal. Beach in a costly

and untenable position and it is being prejudiced as a re.ult of

having gone forward under the Act in coapliance with it.

regulations.

The Town of Pal. Beach has contacted Coacast cablevi.ion of

We.t Pal. Beach, Inc. in regard to this matter and is authorized to

repres.nt on behalf of Coacast that COIICast has no objection to the

filing of this Motion and the TOwn's request to extend the

effective date of the Town's initial obligations. Accordingly, the

Town of Palm Beach respectfully requests that the effective date of

5 The Co..is.ion stated "we believe that this brief extension
of the freeze will ensure that local regulators have been afforded
a sufficient tiae to file for certification and prepare for rate
regulation under any modified rules that may be adopted. Id. at
paragraph 6.
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the Town of Pal. Beach's initial obligations under Rule 76.933 be

extended until the date the cable television rate freeze expires as

ordered by the Co..ission. Further, because the deadline impo88d

upon the Town, pursuant to it. followinq the regulations .et forth

in the Act, i. April 17, 1994, the Town reque.ts that this aatter

be expedited.

Dated this day of March, 1994.

JONES, FOSTER, JOHNSTON ,
STUBBS, P.A.
505 South Flagler Drive
Post Office Box 3475
West Pal. Beach, FL 33402
(407) 659-3000

QIIIIIICIIJ or llIJ1CI

I HEREBY CItRTIFY that a true copy of the foreqoinq Motion for
Extension of Ti.. aubaitted on behalf of the Town of Pal. Beach,
Florida, has been sent by U.S. Kail, first cla.s postage prepaid,
to the following Persons, this /7' 1-1. day of March, 1994:

Chairaan Reed Hundt
Federal C~ications Ca.aission
1919 • street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

ca.aissioner Ja..s H. Quello
Federal Ca.aunications Co..ission
1919 • street, NW
Washinqton, D.C. 20554

Coaai••ioner Andrew c. Barret
Federal Co.-unications co..ission
1919 • street, NW
Washinqton, D.C. 20554
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Alexandra .illlOn, Acting Chief
Cable Television Bureau
2033 K street, NW
Roo. 918
washington, D.C. 20554

Bruce aa-no, Acting Assiatant Chief
Cable service
2033 K street, N.W.
Rooa 918
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mary Bllen Burns, Chief
Cable Bureau'. Conauaer Protection Division
1919 K street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. J_s W. Olson, Chief
Cable Services Bureau'. Co.petition Division
1919 K street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. John K. Spencer
2033 K Street, N.W.
Roo. 700C
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Leonard Rozek
Area Vice President
Coacast Cablevision of West Pal. Beach, Inc.
1401 Northpoint Parkway
We.t Pal. Beach, Florida 33407

JOIIBS, FOSTER, JOIDfSTOlf ,
STUBBS, P.A.
505 SOuth Flagler Drive
Post Office Box 3475
"st Pal. Beach, FL 33402
(407) 659-3000

c. Ra olph
Attorney for Town of Pal. Beach
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